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alone for the next six weeks. Then the First Division went
ahead and took Cantigny, the first French village to be re-
conquered by Americans in the European war.
Previous to this time, Secretary of War Newton D. Baker
had come to France for a general inspection trip. The A.E.F.
had begun to take form, especially the great Service of Sup-
ply, which began at the ports and -extended straight across
France, with the object of transporting, clothing, feeding,
and generally supplying the fighting arms with every need.
Without this great organization, which included men of such
high technical skill as General Charles G. Dawes, General W.
W. Atterbury, General Black, and many others, it would have
been useless to bring over the thousands of recruits then in
training camps at home.
I was one of several correspondents who accompanied the
Secretary of War and General Pershing on a special train
which took in every S.O.S. area. Days of hard work were
• followed by the restful dinner hours when greatness assem-
bled around the common board in the dining-car. All manner
of subjects were discussed, and one evening Pershing and
Baker told a number of Negro stories. The Secretary had been
especially interested in the welfare of enlisted Negro workers
at the base port near Bordeaux. "I walked up to a very black
Negro/* said the Secretary, "and asked him if the food was
all right. He said, 'Yas sah, boss, but I ain't quite satisfied
with this yere bread/
" 'What's the matter with the bread?'
" 'Well, boss, dey gives all these other men two and three
slices bread, and me, I cain't git ovah one slice, and it's so
thin that when I holds it up to my eyes, I can see de moon
rise right through it.'
"This man," continued the Secretary, "was having lunch
at the time and I asked him to show me his 'moon-rise' bread.

